Moving flying cage of tumbler’s Training
This kind of competition keeps place with competition of European Union of Tumblers  
and no other Union has ever organized the competition of that kind.  At the moment, this kind of competition has been organized only by Roller Club of Serbia. The man who made up this kind of competition is HEINZ KORNFELD from Germany. He made the performance with tumblers in 1970. Kornfeld is also founder of Roller Club of tumblers from Germany /DFC / and EFU. In order to realise this kind of competition, we have to make moving flying cage (MFC).
Every breeder is allowed to choose the size, appearance and fabrics for moving flying cage. MFC has to be functional and easy movable. It is usually made of wire, wood,iron plate or in cobinations of mentioned fabrics. The size of MFC is dependent on transportive vehicle by which it is moved to polygon or  to the place of competition.it is put on the stative which must be 100 cm high, and it can also be put onto the car roof. Before training with young tumblers we need to have another training with droppers, because the well trained ones make 50% of success of flight.

With droppers, the breeder controls pigeons in flight, in case of extraordinary circumstances-attack of hawk, ugly weather but he also puts down pigeons with them after the time is off. Droppers are usually pigeons in white colour. When droppers are well trained and when they listen to the breader, we can start with the training of young tumblers. They are usually Birmingham roller, Mardin tumblers, Vrsac tumbler, Dunek, Wute ,Wamen etc.

While we choose young tumblers we have to be carefull to take them from couples of tumblers we have already cheched in order to have healty posterity for flight and tumbling. We need to be very careful with young tumblers, because it can happen that they pass the whole training, get used to MFC and after that fail at the competition. When we are sure that droppers listen to us, we take young tumblers which are freshly separated from their mothers, and we put them in separate place where we start to domesticate them. We need to start training with at least 10 young pigeons, because not all of them are able to pass the strict training, so we have to be ready to lose some of them. It’s desirable to have at least 6-7 well trained tumblers because the team is consisted of 3 pigeons, and we need to have substitutions because of unpredictable circumstances. 

Before we let it fly for the first time, young tumbler has to be extremely calm and obedient when his breeder is present-to eat from his hand. Scared pigeons which show nervose are excluded from the training because they can’t become good competitors.
Young pigeons are always fed in MFC until they show themselves as good at the training, but later on, they can be fed in a separate place where they spend time while they are not at the training. Young pigeons look how we feed droppers from MFC in order to get used to do the same thing after a certain period of time. When they learn that, we take MFC at spacious meadow. Every training has to be kept at different location and ambient. After spending time at 4-5 different locations, we begin to let young pigeons at free flight, one by one, we mustn’t let all of them at the same time. During the first free flight, young pigeons should only stand on the cage, looking arround. Firstly, we let droppers, which are already got used to the cage, and after that the young ones. After a couple minutes we put just a pinch of food in MFC to make young pigeons jump onto the top of cage. We repeat that with all young pigeons for a couple of times, until each of them pass the jumping.

Next faze is letting out a couple of young pigeons together and their first free flight around the cage. As soon as they fly away, we let them make a couple of circles around the cage and after that we put them some food onto MFC where already stand hungry droppers and that is the sign for them to fly down. Every time we let them fly again, we prolong duration of the flight, so after a certain period of time they can easily fly down onto their MFC when they see the dropper.The next thing after passing training of obediance successfully is selection, during the autumn, at the end of training season. The most important thing in the first training season for pigeon is  its to be obedient which is possible with persistent and regular trainings. While we choose pigeons for tumbling, we use actual statut for competition for the breed we train, and its qualities. During first couple of months of training, it is recommendable practicing them very often, almost every day, and later on, trainings can be kept less often, but at least 3 times a week.We should make a lot of effort to change locations , just because pigeons can get used to only one location which is not the point, but for some time, trainings can be kept at the location which is the nearest from the house, even in the courtyard.However, once a week training should be practiced  far away from the house-in some other location.
Very important thing for pigeons’ well tumbling and flying, except tiring training and genetic potentional is also adequat food, which must be given to pigeons in strict quantities in order to achieve better results.For feeding them, we use training food , which consists of wheat-20%, sweet vetch-15% and  millet-5%.That is a dietal food but strong enough for pigeons to handle tiring trainings.They are fed strictly after training and with the presence of droppers in their MFC.Given quantity of food is 3-5 teaspoons, dependant on spent calories, training conditions… Strong food is food mixture which gives them strength very quickly, and it’s used only during competitions and after every second training-only one teaspoon.It consists of oil components in equal proportions- oil beet, hemp, mixture of food for canary birds, oats. Three days before competition ,we don’t let pigeons from the cages, feed them with only 50% of  training food and 50% of strong food -which they can eat as much as they like. At least two days before competition, we can give them vitamines in water.

Good team is consisted  of 3 pigeons.The thought that you can show your pigeons to people from all over the world, represents  advantage and challenge in comparison to classic way of competition-at home. Members of RCS train their pigeons in MFC for a couple a years, and they are competitors at every great competition.Since now, we have competed in Germany, Austria and we have organised two international competitions with MFC where competitors from a couple of european countries have gathered together.
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Kao poseban način treniranja golubova prevrtača (akrobatskih golubova) „LETAČKI KAVEZ“ postaje sve interesantniji za odgajivače svih rasa golubova prevrtača: Purcleri, Roleri, Tapšači, Vrtači, Obrušivači... A sve to zbog atraktivnosti koju pruza jedan turnir ovih golubova sa pokretnim letačkim kavezima. Naime, takmičar koji je svoje golubove pripremio za takmičenje sa letačkim kavezom ima mogućnost da svoje golubove prikaze velikom broju posmatrača na bilo kom mestu i u bilo koje vreme. Osim toga, uslovi pod kojima se održava takmičenje isti su za sve takmičare: vetar, sunce, temperatura vazduha, vazdušni pritisak, iste sudije za pojedinačne rase itd.

Svaka rasa poseduje svoje prednosti i nedostatke za rad sa letačkim kavezom. Ne moze se reći ni za jednu rasu da nije pogodna za ovaj trening ali ipak pojedinačno posmatrajući svaka rasa je „priča za sebe“ zbog svojih genetskih predispozicija tj. Morfoloskih osobina od kojih su najvažnije: sposobnost prevrtanja, visina i konstantnost leta, grupni ili solo let, sposobnost orijentacije odnosno vraćanja na mesto poletanja.

No sve to u praksi bi se moglo svesti na postojanje sledećih osobina kod goluba: PAMETAN, PITOM, POSLUŠAN. To su 3 osnovne osobine koje treba da zadovoljava dobar takmičarski golub za rad sa letačkim kavezom.

Ja svoje golubove treniram svakodnevno sa letačkim kavezom na livadi nedaleko od grada. Treniranje počinjem početkom aprila, pre nego što prvi mladi izlete iz gnezda jer je potrebno da trening započnu dok još ne mogu da lete.

Prvi treninzi se svode na stajanje na letačkom kavezu oko 1 sat dnevno (najmanje). Za to vreme golupčići se ustvari upoznavaju sa svojom novom kućom (letački kavez) i novom sredinom: livada, nebo, razne ptice, novi zvuci).

Posle 4-5 dana počinje aktivni trening: Mladog goluba stavljam na dlan ruke i udaljavam ga od kaveza 1-2 metra. On instiktivno želi da se vrati kod ostalih golubova koji su na kavezu i pokušava da preleti tu udaljenost do kaveza. Ja ga strpljivo držim na dlanu i čekam da skupi hrabrost da poleti. Ukoliko i posle 20-ak sekundi ne poleti lagano ga približim kavezu i olakšam mu zadatak jer je očigledno da još nema snage (ili hrabrosti) da preleti tu udaljenost. Jako je bitno da mladi golub uspešno sleti na kavez, zbog samopouzdanja, a i zato što je nepoželjno da padne na zemlju. On mora da se boji trave i zemlje a to se postiže ako ne sleće na zemlju dok je mlad. Za njega je jedino slobodno mesto za sletanje bela daska letačkog kaveza.

Iz dan u dan povećava se udaljenost sa koje ih puštam da se vraćaju na kavez. Ta udaljenost zavisi od njihove snage tj. fizičkih mogućnosti.

Kada ojačaju toliko da mogu da lete 15-20 m onda ih više ne nosim od kaveza već ih bacam iz ruke u vazduh. Pri tome vodim računa o jačini i smeru vetra. Naime, cilj je da

im se zadaju zadatci (letovi) koje će krajnjim naporom da ostvare, ali da ih obavezno uspešno ostvare. Pogrešno je da se mladi golub baci npr. jako daleko niz vetar ako on nema snage da se izbori sa vetrom i da se vrati na kavez. Golub ne sme da padne pored kaveza, tj. na zemlju. Zato ja moram da procenim njegovu sposobnost – njegovu snagu i da mu shodno tome zadajem zadatke. 

Ovim „bacanjem“ goluba iz ruke (umesto da čekam da golub sam poleti) postiže se ubrzavanje treninga i ranije „sazrevanje“ prevrtanja. Naime, utvrdio sam da mladi golubovi iste starosti koji su pušteni kod kuće da sami započnu letenje kada budu spremni za to kasne sa letenjem i prevrtanjem u odnosu na golubove trenirane na letačkom kavezu za oko dve nedelje. Drugim rečima kada golubovi na kavezu počnu da lete u jatu i već se prevrću, njihovi vršnjaci kod kućnog leta tek počinju sa pojedinačnim letovima a prevrtanje je još daleko. 

Posle 20-ak treninga golubovi već polako sami poleću kada ih stavim na dasku letačkog kaveza – to je dobar znak. Veoma je važno da posle tih prvih pravih letova uspešno slete na kavez. Ti prvi letovi se svode na nekoliko krugova iznad kaveza. Ovi su letovi najopasniji za mlade golubove jer se može desiti da se golub udalji od kaveza i usled neiskustva odleti dalje i padne na zemlju na oko 100-200 m od kaveza. Da se to ne bi desilo, potrebno je već posle par krugova dropovati goluba sa drugim golubom puštenim sa male udaljenosti od kaveza. No ako se to ipak desi takav golub je izgubljen za dalji trening čak i ako ga vratim na kavez, jer golub koji jednom sleti na zemlju kasnije to redovno čini. I ne samo to, nego će i ostale golubove iskvariti jer će ga ovi slediti i sleteti na zemlju (U praksi dozvoljavam da mladi golub jednom – dva puta pogreši, posle treće greške ide kući i završava sa treninzima). 

Osim ovakvih primeraka, sa treninga se udaljavaju i neposlušni golubovi, plašljivi golubovi, lenji golubovi. Ovu letačku školu započne godišnje oko 50 golubova a uspešno je završi oko 20 komada. 

Kada nauče da lete oko kaveza i da uspešno sleću (što je i najvažnije) pristupa se treniranju letenja u grupi od 3 komada. Na kavez stavljam 3 goluba približne starosti i snage (i naravno iste rase) i lagano ih rukom podstaknem na let. Posle par minuta leta kada primetim da hoće da slete, bacam dropera i oni sleću na kavez. Otvaram rupu na dasci kaveza i oni lagano uskaču u kavez, jer su već naučili svakodnevnim treningom da posle leta ulaze u kavez gda dobijaju hranu.

Već prilikom prvih letova pojedini primerci počinju da tokom leta sedaju na rep i pri tome propadaju nekoliko metara. To je predznak budućeg prevrtanja. Od tada, posle desetak dana svakodnevnog letenja, takvi primerci počinju sa prevrtanjem (vreme počinjanja prevrtanja neznatno varira od rase do rase).

Veoma je važno da se treninzi obavljaju svakodnevno, pogotovo u početku, jer ako treninzi nisu redovni dolazi do gubljenja golubova.

Što se tiče mesta na kome se trening obavlja potrebno je da to bude prostor bez drveća i kuća, najbolje je velika livada. U početku nosim golubove na istu livadu dok ne nauče dobro da sleću na kavez. Kasnije pomeram kavez svakoga dana na toj istoj livadi za oko 50-100 m. Kada se uverim da golubovi već dobro lociraju samo kavez (a ne mesto), onda sledećeg dana promenim livadu – odem na drugo mesto udaljeno nekoliko kilometara od prethodnog i tamo obavim trening ali uz povećanu budnost. Golubove „ne ispuštam iz vida“ ni za trenutak, jer ako u njihovom letu uočim strah i udaljavanje odmah bacam dropere da bi ih spustio.

Golubovi koji uspešno lete na nekoliko različitih mesta (livada) spremni su za letove la „Letačkim mitinzima“ – turnirima sa pokretnim letačkim kavezima. Naravno kvalitet letenja i prevrtanja postiže se svakodnevnim treninzima i pravilnom ishranom, uz uslov da golubovi potiču iz kvalitetne matice.

Napisao tekst Stevan Dozet.
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